
Panda Powell, M.B.A., CRA is celebrating 34 years in research administration in 
2019. She has been UNCW Director of Sponsored Programs and Research Compliance 
(SPARC) for the past eight years. Prior to coming to UNCW, her career has 
encompassed university, state, private, non-profits as well as consulting work. She 
received her B.A. from the University of Kentucky, M.B.A. from University of Phoenix 
and obtained her CRA (Certified Research Administrator) in June 2005. Well versed in 
federal guidance including the new Uniform Guidance, she has extensive knowledge 
of budgeting and cost accounting standards, proposal development and management 
as well as research compliance.  Panda has presented at UNCW, local, regional and 
national ResearchAdministration conferences as well recently visiting the Russian 
Federal where she participated in Roundtable and Conference Social Expertise 
exchange.  In 2017, Panda received one of two NCURA-Eurasia Foundation Global 
Fellowships where she visited Tyumen State University in Tyumen, Russia.  Panda is 
currently a National Council of University Research Administrators (NCURA) Peer 
Reviewer and a Mentor in the NCURA Global Mentor Program for Research 
Administrators Pilot Project.   

 

 

 


